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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97, Applicant hereby submits the following 

references appearing in the attached form PTO-1449 to the attention of the Examiner: 

U.S. PATENTS; 

4,328,864 
4,572,295 
4,664,816 
6,489,270 1 

FOREIGN PATENTS: 

EP 0467635 

Citation of these references should not be construed as an admission that they constitute 
prior art of the claimed invention. 

As this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt 
of a first office action on the merits, no fee is believed to be due for consideration. However, 

HOUSTON:020569/0580l:894384vl 



should any fees nonetheless be required for consideration, the Examiner is authorized to debit 
such fees to Deposit Account No. 12-1322. 



Locke Liddell & Sapp LLP 
600 Travis, Suite 3400 
Houston, Texas 77002-3095 
Telephone No.: (713)226-1142 
Facsimile No.: (713)229-2570 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted to the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office on June 2004 with sufficient postage via First Class United States 
Mail addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete 
including gathering, prepanng, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S Patent 
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TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



